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This consultation statement summarises 
the consultation process undertaken by 
Belchford and Fulletby Parish Council in 
writing the Belchford and Fulletby 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(referred to as BFNDP).  It provides 
details of feedback from all statutory and 
non-statutory consultees, and 
demonstrates how this statutory pre-
submission consultation has been 
addressed and incorporated into the 
BFNDP.  It demonstrates that the 
requirements of Regulation 15(2) of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 have been met. 

Regulation 15(2) specifies that where a 
qualifying body submits a Neighbourhood 
Plan proposal to the local planning 
authority it must include a consultation 
statement document which: 

• Contains details of the persons and 
bodies who were consulted about 
the proposed neighbourhood 
development plan. 

• Explains how they were consulted. 

• Summarises the main issues and 
concerns raised by those consulted. 

• Describes how these issues and 
concerns have been considered and, 
where relevant/ addressed in the 
proposed neighbourhood plan. 

This statement clearly demonstrates that 
there has been extensive community 
engagement to inform residents, 
businesses and organisations based 
within the parishes as well as statutory  
and non-statutory consultees of the 
progress and content of the BFNDP at 
every stage.  

01 Introduction 
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 The preparation of the BFNDP has 
involved regular and close consultation 
with residents, and businesses and 
organisations based within Belchford and 
Fulletby parishes during the period July 
2021 to December 2023. Methods of 
consultation were as follows: 

Engagement of all residents in two 
surveys, and businesses and 
organisations in a further survey 
distributed by hand to all premises and 
also published online on a dedicated NDP 
website 
(www.belchfordandfulletbyplan.org). 

Regular reporting of progress made on 
the NDP in quarterly parish council 
newsletters which were distributed to all 
residents and also published online on 
village Facebook pages and WhatsApp 
Groups. 

Regular reporting of progress made on 
the NDP at bimonthly parish council 
meetings held in Belchford Village Hall, 
Church of St Peter and St Paul in 
Belchford, and in St Andrews Church, 
Fulletby. 

• Public consultation in the public 
forum at the beginning of each 
bimonthly parish council meeting. 

• Holding four public meetings in 
Belchford Village Hall at various 
stages in the development of the 
BDNDP which many residents as 

well as representatives of 
businesses and organisations based 
in the parishes attended. 

• Publishing the outcomes of all 
surveys and also the draft BFNDP 
online on 
www.belchfordandfulletbyplan.org. 

The timeline for the consultation was as 
follows: 

• July 2021: Belchford and Fulletby 
Parish Council made a successful 
application for Belchford and 
Fulletby Parishes to be designated 
a Neighbourhood Area on 13th July 
2021 following a statutory 6 week 
consultation which ran from 12th 
May to 23rd June 2021 (Appendix 
1). 

• July 2021: A first survey of all 
residents of Belchford and Fulletby 
was undertaken from July to 
November 2021 (Survey 1) to 
assess the resident’s desire for 
Belchford and Fulletby to have an 
NDP. The outcomes of this survey 
identified fundamental issues that 
the residents see as being key to 
future development in their 
communities and formed the basis 
for the policies contained in the 
BFNDP (Appendices 2 and 3). 
Preliminary results of this initial 
survey were presented at parish 
council meetings in September and 
November 2021.

02 Consultation Methodology and 
Timeline 
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• December 2021: A public meeting 
was held on 11th December 2021. 
This meeting was attended by 28 
residents. A PowerPoint was 
presented that focused on the 
results on Survey 1 and outlined 
questions to be asked in Survey 2 
which was subsequently distributed 
to the community. Paper copies of 
the 2018 ELDC Local Plan, of 
historical survey data and parish 
maps were available for discussion 
at this meeting. 

• December 2021: A second survey 
of all residents of Belchford and 
Fulletby was undertaken from 
December 2021 to March 2022 
(Survey 2). This survey asked 
specific questions on NDP policy 
concepts in the process of 
development (Appendices 4 and 5). 
The outcomes of this survey were 
used to guide and write the final 
policies in the BFNDP. 

• January 2022: An extended Public 
Forum was held at the bimonthly 
Parish Council meeting on 20th 
January 2022. This meeting was 
attended by 8 residents in addition 
to parish councillors. An update on 
NDP progress was presented. 

• March 2022: A newsletter was 
distributed to all residents, and 
businesses and organisations based 
in the parishes (Appendix 6). It was 
also published online. This 
newsletter advertised the public 
meeting held on 26th March 2022. 

• March 2022: A public meeting was 
held on 26th March 2022. This 
meeting was attended by 34 
residents. A PowerPoint was 
presented that documented and 
illustrated the policies that have 
subsequently been written into this 
NDP. Large-scale parish maps were 
laid out at this meeting onto which 
attendees were encouraged to write 
down policy ideas. 

• March 2022: A survey of all 
businesses and organisations based 
in the parishes as well as East 
Lindsey District Council and the 
Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside 
Service was undertaken between 
March and July 2022 in order to 
identify their needs and 
expectations of the BFNDP 
(Appendices 7 and 8). 

• September 2022: A draft version of 
BFNDP was critically reviewed by 
professional planning staff at 
AECOM. Their feedback was 
incorporated into the Regulation 14 
consultation version of the NDP. 

• March and May 2023: The first 
draft of BFNDP published was 
online and hard copies made 
available for residents to inspect at 
public meetings held in Belchford 
Village Hall on 16 March and 18 
May 2023. These meetings were 
advertised in a leaflet hand 
delivered to all residents as well as 
businesses and organisations based 
in the parishes, and also published 
online (Appendix 9). 14 people 
attended the meeting in March and 
12 people in May.
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• October 2023: a statutory 
Regulation 14 consultation was 
undertaken over an 8 week period 
from 2 October to 1 December 
2023. A consultation document was 
prepared (Appendix 10) which was 
hand-delivered to all residents of 
Belchford and Fulletby as well as 
businesses and organisations based 
in these parishes. In addition, the 
consultation was sent by email or 
by post to a comprehensive list of 
statutory and non-statutory 
consultees based outside the 
parishes (Appendices 11 and 12). 
The Regulation 14 Consultation 
was also made available on the 
NDP website 
(www.belchfordandfulletbyplan.org)
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Responses to the Regulation 14 
Consultation received from residents, 
businesses and organisations based 
within Belchford and Fulletby parishes 

23 responses were received from 
residents of Belchford and Fulletby, 
including 6 from businesses based in the 
parishes.  Of these 21 (91%) respondents 
support the NDP and 2 have no opinion 
(9%).  No objections were received.  
Statements written on these response 
forms are all positive.  No requests for 
changes to the NDP document were 
made by any respondents. 

Responses to the Regulation 14 
Consultation received from statutory 
and non-statutory consultees 

Responses were received from the 
following consultees: 

• East Lindsey District Council 

• Lincolnshire County Council 

• Greetham and Somersby Parish 
Meeting 

• The Environment Agency 

• Historic England 

• Natural England 

• Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside 
Service 

All feedback received was positive and 
constructive.  The Regulation 15 version 
of the BFNDP incorporates all written 
feedback received with the issues 
addressed and changes made as 
documented in the following tables. 
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Comment: P.52 The Vision: Not sure about ‘limited and controlled’. The Plan 
should be worded positively, is it too negative? 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Text on P.52 changed to sympathetic 

 

Comment: P.55: As above, Plans are supposed to be positively worded, you could 
turn statements around to say what you would wish to see, I have 
given examples in italics below: 

• We shall not favour more of the same developments of large 
residential dwellings with little architectural merit 
We will support development that provides for a range housing 
types and sizes which meet the needs of the whole community 
and adds to the architectural quality of the Belchford and 
Fulletby 

• We shall not favour development that does not have roadside 
frontage 
We will support development that reflects the character of the 
villages by maintaining a roadside frontage 

• We shall not favour development that does not respect the 
historic form of the villages, for example the Belchford figure of 
eight loops around open undeveloped centres 
We will support development that respects the historic form of 
the villages, for example the Belchford figure of eight loops 
around open undeveloped centres 

I would suggest using the word support instead of favour as this 
document will be framing the Parish Council’s response to support or 
object to planning applications it considers. 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Text on P.55 altered to incorporate suggestions 

 

Comment: P.57 BF1: Only refers to Grade II listed buildings. I am assuming that, 
currently, there are no Grades I and II* listed structures in the villages? 
However, I wonder if the policy should refer to listed buildings as a 
whole in case the situation should change in the villages? I also notice 
that you refer to the mediaeval village in the justification but have not 
referred to archaeological in the policy I would not include this 
criterion 
(The applicant has demonstrated that there is no other way of 
accommodating the proposed development). 
This is saying development should take place irrespective of the harm 
caused. It may be that the proposed development is not appropriate 
and should be refused. 
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Has the Design Code, mentioned in the above policy been subject to 
public consultation? While not part of the NDP, so not subject to the 
same regulations, it is being relied on in decision making and would 
carry more weight if this were the case 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: There are no Grade I or II* listed properties in Belchford or Fulletby.  

However, the text has been modified as suggested. Reference has also 
been made to the mediaeval village 

 

Comment: P.59 BF2: Could be worded more positively “Development will be 
supported where it maintains and enables identified ………”  Also add 
“as shown in figure 18” as that formally links the map to the policy. 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Recommendations incorporated into the NDP text 

 

Comment: P.64 BF3: As above, Figure 18 needs to be referred to in the policy. 
These spaces need to be identified on a map which shows the location 
and extent of each of them. A general location/description is not 
sufficient for Planning purposes. This is particularly true for the larger 
spaces (the village greens and the other spaces in the figure of 8. It 
needs to be clear what is being protected. For example in the case of 
the Triangles shown in Figure 21 is it just the triangle or does it 
include the verge opposite? So, for example, if the neighbouring 
landowner wanted to incorporate the verge into their garden, is that 
part of the protected space? Is it the full extent of the grass verge 
around the Cairn? Neither of the Churchyards or Woodlands in either 
village appear to be marked on the maps and they should be. The 
extent of the footprint of the medieval village in Fulletby also needs to 
be plotted 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Reference made to Figure 18 which was modified to modified to 

incorporate these recommendations.  The text was modified to clarify 
that the NDP aims to only protect the actual triangles and stone cairn 
and not adjacent verges 

 

Comment: P.72 BF5: Without evidence to support it, the specific requirements of 
this policy will be difficult to enforce. Every proposal should be judged 
on its own merits and this is very prescriptive. The distances as a 
means of maintaining the street scene and heights are very rigid. Also, 
the 3 criterion says ‘avoiding the red brick and pantile-only designs’, 
but as most applications will be for one building, does this mean that 
no one can have a red brick and pantile building or that it depends on 
what the neighbour has? The Council would not be able to refuse a 
planning application on those grounds if there was nothing inherently 
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wrong with the design of the building. I suggest that something like 
that is better left to a Design code. In a policy it is sufficient to outline 
what the features of local character are that you wish to respect. The 
character of the buildings being close to the road, the lack of tall 
buildings, the diversity of materials 

From: East Lindsey District Council  
Action: Recommendations incorporated into NDP text  

 

Comment: P.76 BF6: I would suggest taking the word ‘affordable’ out of the 
policy. That is a subjective term unless you are referring specifically to 
housing that falls under the definition of an affordable product. I 
would also take out the bit about encouraging a younger economically 
active demographic. You cannot control who buys the properties and it 
might be a retired person/couple buying it to downsize. Removing 
them doesn’t alter the policy, which is to support a diverse range of 
properties to suit the needs of the whole community. You can leave 
these things in your rationale, which explains why you are including a 
policy, but the words shouldn’t be in the policy. 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Recommendations incorporated into NDP text 

 

Comment: P.78 BF8: You may be asked, by an examiner, to define what small is. 
Just bear in mind that a micro business might only be small in terms of 
the number of people employed but can be physically very large – for 
example a storage and distribution facility. 

From: East Lindsey District Council 
Action: Small qualified in NDP text to be a commercial development scheme 

“with a limited footprint in keeping with exiting commercial enterprises in 
the villages” 

 

Comment: We support the retention & protection of the open green 
spaces/centres within the settlements, specifically the 'figure of eight' 
road layout and the grass triangles 

From: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Action: None required 

 

Comment: We support the proposals for any future buildings to be linked with 
the specific characteristics of the current villages in form & design, and 
importantly recognising the differences between the two 

From: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Action: None required 
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Comment: We support appropriate sustainable small commercial development 
and renewable energy in keeping with the local context & character of 
the settlements and the Lincolnshire Wolds 

From: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Action: None required 

 

Comment: The importance of the views of the Lincolnshire Wolds from the 
settlements have been highlighted however, the views to and within 
the settlement, and their context within the wider landscape, are just 
as important 

From: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Action: Strategic Policy BF2: Protected Views text modified to incorporate this 

feedback 
 

Comment: Rather than footpaths it would be better to refer to them as public 
rights of way (PRoW) which would cover all aspects of the network 
i.e. bridleway etc, the same with the Viking Way long distance walking 
route 

From: Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service 
Action: References to footpaths  
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• Lincolnshire County Council phil.hughes@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

• Lincolnshire County Council Highways HighwaysSUDsSupport@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

• East Lindsey District Council local.plan@e-lindsey.gov.uk 

• Greetham with Somersby Parish Meeting GWSparishmeeting@gmail.com 

• Hemingby Parish Council parishclerk@hemingby.net 

• Scamblesby Parish Council scamblesbypc@gmail.com 

• Tetford Parish Council Tetfordandalmonbyparishclerk@outlook.com 

• West Ashby Parish Council clerk.westashby@gmail.com 

• Belchford Church neilmarwood@btinternet.com 

• Fulletby church paul.winncottage@gmail.com 

• National Grid commercial.operation@nationalgrideso.com 

• Anglian Water spatialplanning@anglianwater.co.uk 

• Environment Agency annette.hewitson@environment-agency.gov.uk 

• Natural England consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

• Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service helen.gamble@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

• Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust info@lincstrust.co.uk 

• Homes England enquiries@homesengland.gov.uk 

• Historic England midlands@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

• Heritage Lincolnshire felix.mayle@heritagelincolnshire 

• NHS Primary Care Trust LICB.office@nhs.net 

• Banham Poultry (2018) Ltd., Station Road Attleborough, Norfolk NR172AT 

• L.J. Fairburn & Son Ltd., Ingoldmells Road, Burgh Le Marsh, Skegness PE24 5HJ 

• Low Toynton Parish Meeting Neville Oliver, The Poplars, Low Toynton, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire, LN9 6JU 

• Maidenwell Parish Meeting – sent to District Councillor Adam Grist in the absence of 
a contact adam.grist@e-lindsey.gov.uk 

• Fulletby Telecommunications Mast CL0324 access@wirelessinfrastructure.co.uk 

• Fulletby Telecommunications Mast 71069 rob.matthews@vodafone.com; 
community@cornerstone.network 
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