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When is a Tree Survey Necessary? 
 
 

Will the development affect any trees or hedges? 
 
1. Alterations to existing properties: Where no extension of the 

building footprint, no new service lines or no change of access is 
proposed, no tree survey is required. 

  
2. Extensions to existing properties, construction of ancillary 
buildings or changes of access: A survey will be required of those 

trees on and adjacent to the site, which stand within 12 metres of any 
new building, new service line or new access. 

 
3. New buildings and structures: A survey will be required of all trees 

on the site and within 12 metres of the site boundary. For larger 

groups of trees (10+) and woodlands more than 20 metres distant 
from any works, a detailed survey of each tree will not usually be 

required but the nearest crown spread should be indicated on a plan. 
 
 

What to Survey 
 

For most planning purposes, surveys should include any tree with a stem 
diameter of more than 75mm, measured at 1.5m above ground level. 

 
 
Is it Necessary to Survey Hedges? 

 
Only those hedges that are likely to influence development and that are 

over 10 metres in length on the site or within 4 metres of the site 
boundary need to be surveyed. 
 

It is not necessary to survey most hedges in the same detail as trees, 
however they need to be clearly indicated on a plan with an accurate 

spread.  
 
Information on the height, species and condition of the hedge should be 

provided, and represented on the tree constraints plan (if applicable). 
Countryside hedgerows of native plants, (over 30 years old) should be 

assessed against the criteria for ‘important hedgerows’ under the 
Hedgerow Regulations (see below).  
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